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AYLA
MCININCH’S
HOLD YOUR
GROUND
COMPANY
REDRESSES
FASHION

By ANDREA PALFRAMAN
Photos of Ayla McIninch by John Cameron;
others as credited

t's the house your Bohemian

great-aunt would have lived

in had she been ensconced

by the sea on the "wet coast."

The ocean glints out the front
windows, while fir trees and berry
bushes cluster around the side yard,
inviting grazing deer.

Inside, vivid hues and rich textures abound.
Rainbows of thread, jars of buttons, semi-
precious beads: a magpie’s glittering treasure
trove perched atop the wooden mantlepiece.

In the adjacent studio, thousands of gar-
ments hang or sit folded on shelves, like raw
ingredients in a baker’s pantry. Upon closer
inspection, it becomes apparent that this is no
madwoman’s haberdashery. The collection is
meticulously organized according to colour
tones and fabric content. There’s a rack of silk
blouses, a pile of cashmere sweaters, baskets
overflowing with fluffy mohair. Finished
pieces dangle from the rafters, embellished
with petals, semi-precious stones and delicate
embroidery.

We're in the world of Ayla McIninch,
textile artist, jeweller, maker of adornments
and recycler extraordinaire. On a dress form,
a garment is taking shape from out of found
materials: a basic crewneck cashmere sweater
is being cut apart, tucked and pleated, and
lovingly re-assembled just slightly to the left
of symmetrical.

Like a swallow weaving her nest, McIninch
takes scavenged threads and painstakingly
weaves them into sumptuous one-of-a-kind
articles. With pins sticking out of her mouth






